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American courts have long recognized the
right to act in self-defense. Only a biased
United Nations report could find the Pales-
tinian attackers morally equivalent to the
Israeli defenders.

When | left Israel in August, | pledged to
work tirelessly on behalf of the Israeli people
to ensure their survival. | am glad to speak out
against this overtly biased report and | urge
my colleagues to join me fighting for the Israel
people.

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, this resolution
before us today, House Resolution 867, does
nothing to advance the cause of peace and
understanding between the lIsraelis and Pal-
estinians.

In a recent meeting with Jewish constitu-
ents, | heard a comment that | thought was
moving for its simplicity and power. My con-
stituent told me, “Israel will not have peace
and security until Palestinians have hope.”

This resolution does nothing to give hope to
the people of Palestine that a better, peaceful
future is possible and therefore does nothing
to give greater security to the people of Israel.
It is a hasty and unconstructive measure that
fails to establish a foundation upon which a fu-
ture peace and prosperity will be constructed.

House Resolution 867 has too many flaws
and questionable conclusions for me to sup-
port it. | think the Committee should have
given the Goldstone report a hearing and
taken the opportunity to ask Justice Goldstone
questions about his mandate, his findings and
his conclusions.

| would ask that Justice Goldstone’s letter to
Chairman BERMAN and Ranking Member Ros-
LEHTINEN be included in the RECORD.

In this letter, Justice Goldstone clarifies that
he demanded and received an expanded
mandate to include the attacks on Israel. The
report includes more than 150 instances
where it explores the rocket attacks against
Israel. And as a matter of fact, the Goldstone
report found that rocket attacks constituted
“indiscriminate attacks upon the civilian popu-
lation of southern Israel”.

| recognize a history of bias against Israel at
the United Nations and | believe that one-
sided resolutions against Israel have no place
in an honest debate. However, it should be
noted—and it is not in the resolution before us
today—that Justice Goldstone dedicated
scores of pages to expose war crimes and
human rights violations perpetrated by Hamas
and other Palestinian armed groups for the
first time ever.

This resolution suffers too many instances
of inaccuracy. It too often gives an account of
the Goldstone report that is incomplete and
therefore ends up being misleading. | don’t be-
lieve this moves us closer to peace and for
these reasons | cannot support the resolution.

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, | strong-
ly support the resolution and want to express
my deep appreciation to the Chairman, Mr.
BERMAN, and to the Ranking Minority Member,
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for their efforts to bring this
resolution before the House.

In April 2009, the U.N. Human Rights Coun-
cil set up a Commission to condemn Israel. To
the surprise of no one, it did exactly that. But
for the grave subject matter, the Goldstone re-
port, built heavily on testimony provided under
the auspices of Hamas, would be laughable.
In the self-righteous fantasyland inhabited by
Judge Goldstone and his colleagues, there’s
no such thing as terrorism; there’s no such
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thing as Hamas (and if it does exist, it's cer-
tainly nothing to fear); there’s no such thing as
legitimate self-defense; and war is like a sport-
ing event, rather than the most ghastly, de-
structive, chaotic phenomenon we human
beings are capable of creating.

Had the report been submitted by a group
of eager law students or the human rights club
on a college campus, | would suggest that
their efforts had been unfortunately wasted on
the production of a pompous, tendentious,
one-sided political diatribe. Notwithstanding all
their alleged “facts” there’s very little truth,
and for all the so-called “context” they supply,
there’s very little wisdom.

As this diatribe actually carries the impri-
matur of a part of the United Nations, there
have been—as | feared when the report was
first issued—a number of very unfortunate de-
velopments all based on the report is being
mistaken for a credible piece of work, which it
is not. In addition to the wasteful consideration
of this thoroughly biased and fatally flawed
document in several bodies of the United Na-
tions, the report has also set off yet another
round of offensive and sterile Israel-bashing
that has brought peace no closer, that has
produced no international consensus, and,
along the way, that has further sullied and
cheapened the reputation of the United Na-
tions and the cause of human rights.

Certainly, the United States must do all that
it can to ensure that no more time is spent on
this distraction from the real work of making
peace. The Obama Administration has right-
fully denounced the Goldstone Report, which,
if it was taken seriously, would make it legally
impossible for this country, or any other coun-
try, to defend themselves from terrorists who
hide behind civilians. Israeli Prime Minister
Netanyahu has been forcefully arguing that
international community can’t possibly expect
Israel to exchange “land for peace” if, when
the peace breaks down, Israel is effectively
prohibited from defending itself.

First of all, | think Prime Minister Netanyahu
is completely right. And second, there’s not
even the smallest shred of a possibility that
the lIsraeli public would agree to any peace
agreement under the absurd operational re-
strictions that the Goldstone Report proposes
to require of Israel’s (and every other coun-
try’s) armed forces.

The resolution makes clear the strong view
of the House that the Obama Administration
must do everything it can to quash the
Goldstone report, both to protect our own right
of self-defense, and to make clear to the world
that they can have Goldstone, or they can
have Middle East peace, but they can’t have
Goldstone and Middle East peace.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| rise in support of H. Res. 867, a bipartisan
resolution which calls upon the President and
the Secretary of State to oppose the endorse-
ment and further consideration of the “Report
of the United Nations Fact Finding Mission on
the Gaza Conflict” in multilateral fora.

The report, commissioned by the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council, called for an in-
vestigation into war crimes and possible
crimes against humanity by Israel during 22
days of fighting in Gaza and southern Israel in
December 2008 and January 2009.

As a result, the fact-finding mission released
an unbalanced 575-page report which unfairly
focuses on Israel’'s conduct despite efforts by
the report’s chief author, Justice Richard
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Goldstone, to broaden the mandate to include
violations committed by Hamas and other mili-
tant groups.

In spite of its inaccuracies, the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council endorsed the re-
port and its recommendations and referred it
to the United Nations Security Council, United
Nations General Assembly and the Inter-
national Criminal Court for further action.

A report that is not inclusive of all the facts
and circumstances surrounding the conflict is
an inconclusive report. It is unacceptable to
consider a report which fails to provide a com-
plete and accurate account of the Gaza con-
flict. To do otherwise undermines the inquiry
process and denies the truth.

| urge my colleagues to support House Res-
olution 867.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
BERMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 867, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

—————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3639, EXPEDITED CARD RE-
FORM FOR CONSUMERS ACT OF
2009

Mr. MCGOVERN, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 111-326) on the
resolution (H. Res. 884) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3639) to
amend the Credit Card Accountability
Responsibility and Disclosure Act of
2009 to establish an earlier effective
date for various consumer protections,
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2868, CHEMICAL FACILITY
ANTI-TERRORISM ACT OF 2009

Mr. MCGOVERN, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 111-327) on the
resolution (H. Res. 885) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2868) to
amend the Homeland Security Act of
2002 to extend, modify, and recodify the
authority of the Secretary of Home-
land Security to enhance security and
protect against acts of terrorism
against chemical facilities, and for
other purposes, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.
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